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But, as often analogously happens in physical chemistry, so not

unfrequently does it occur in this chemistry of the intellect, that the

admixture of two elements will result in a something that shall
have nothing of the quality of one of them——or even nothing of the
qualities of either. The range of imagination is thus unlimited. Its

materials extend throughout the universe. Even out of deformity it
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fabricates that beauty which is at once its sole object and its
inevitable tests. But, in general, the richness of the matters com-
bined, the facility of discovering combinable novelties worth com-
bining, and the absolute “chemical combination” of the completed
mass, are the particulars to be regarded in our estimate of imagina-

tion. (FHRHFAEE)
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I have said that the scrap was parchment, and not paper. Parch-
ment is durable—almost imperishable. Matters of little moment
are rarely consigned to parchment ; since, for the mere ordinary
purposes of drawing or writing, it is not nearly so well adapted as

paper. (307)
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You are well aware that chemical preparations exist, and have

existed time out of mind, by means of which it is possible to write
on either paper or vellum, so that the characters shall become
visible only when subjected to the action of fire. Zaffre, digested in
aqua vegia, and diluted with four times its weight of water, is
sometimes employed ; a green tint results. The regulus of cobalt,

dissolved in spirit of nitre, gives a red. These colors disappear at
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longer or shorter intervals after the material written on cools, but

again become apparent upon the reapplication of heat. (308 T#z3#
HEH)
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E. A. Poe : Imagination and Alchemy

OKUMURA, Naofumi

Edgar Allan Poe’s argument on imagination shares significant ideas with the
Hermetic writings which alchemists held as their doctrine. Alchemists believed
that they were able to make pure gold from ordinary materials by mixing the
“philosopher’s stone,” a secret substance which adjusted the proportion of the
elements combined. In order to realize the idea, they repeated chemical experi-
ments, such as heating and distilling. Poe points out the importance of the
“absolute chemical combination” to create “beauty,” an imaginative work. It is
produced by the act of imagination, which Poe calls “chemistry of the intellect,”
just as pure gold is made with the “philosopher’s stone.” He first suggested the
relationship between imagination and alchemy in “The Gold-Bug” and later
treated the theme more directly in “Von Kempelen and His Discovery.” Eureka,
Poe’s prose poem, also shares a basic idea of the universe with the Hermetic
writings, which regard the universe as spiritual as well as material. Alchemists
were supposed to perceive God, the Creator, in order to create gold themselves.
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