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ENGLISH SUMMARY
The Structure of Two Parts and Multiple Layers in “The tale of Takamura”
(“Takamura-Monogatari” TR 1) : The Oldest Japanese Tale
of the Two Parts Structure with “Independent Parrallel Stories
and Connecting Briedge Capters”
ABE Seiya

In this paper, it is pointed out that the chapter and section structure of the
“The Tale of Tukamura® (T¥E WY 582" “Tukamura \SQ:SWSSK:V , which was
established in the early Heian period, formed a complex multi-layered
structure consisting of two smaller tales, which is similar to the structure of
the “The Tule of Utsubo” (T AR Y 3E 3, Utsuho Egnwsgiv and “7he Tale
of Genji” (TR 5 2, Genji EQ\SAN&S,N.V . As the “Takamura Monogatari” is
considered to have been established before the “Ussubo Monogatari” and the
“Genji Monogatari”, it can be pointed out that the complex structural setting
of the “ZTuakamura Monogatari’ may have influenced the two longer stories by
making them longer stories.

To explain the structure of “Tukamura Monogatari”, it is a short story in
two parts: the first part, which consists of 16 chapters, and the second part,
which consists of 7 chapters, for a total of 23 chapters overall. The
protagonist is one man, Takamura, who is common to both of them. The two
parts have a common theme, so that the whole is a single story.

In the middle of the 16 chapters in the first half of the story, there are a
"Parallel Storyline Chapters’, consisting of five consecutive chapters that are
independent of the rest of the storyline. Considering that the exclusion of
these five chapters has little effect on the overall story, they can be interpreted
as having been inserted separately at a later date.

In addition, although the stories in the first and second halves seem, at
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first glance, to be independent in terms of content, the ghost of the female
protagonist who dies in the first half appears on the scene at the end of the
first half, and the ghost appears again in the middle of the second half. In
other words, the ghost of the woman in the first half of the story also
influences the story in the second half, which shows that the first half and the
second half are not completely independent stories, but that the two are
interrelated and united as one continuous story.

Therefore, the chapter in which the woman’s ghost appears can be said to
have the role of a ‘Connecting Bridge Chapter’ to connect the first half of the
story with the second half of the story.

More interestingly, even if the chapter in which the female ghost appears
is excluded from both the first and second halves of the chapter, both the first
half and the second half of the story have their own coherent and
comprehensive parts.

From that point of view, the chapter with the ghost is interpreted as an
additional insertion after the main storyline of the first and second halves
had been created, in order to link the first and second halves of the storyline.

Taken together, it can be seen that the “Takamura Monogatari” has a
complex structure consisting of two independent main stories, a before and
an after, a independent parallel stories with separate progressions in the first
half, and “Connecting Bridge Chapters” connecting the first half and second
halves.

Such a complex structure as this tale is the first of its kind in the history
of Japanese literature.

Similar to this Takamura story, which consists of a unique structure, i. e.
two or more independent story lines, a story that serves to link the two, and
independent sub-stories that are separate and parallel in time to those stories,
are “The Tale of Utsuho” and “The Tule of Genji”. These works were established

after the “Tukamura Monogatari’. Therefore, it can be assumed that the

“Takamura Monogatari” influenced the later works “The Tale of Utsubho” and
“The Tale of Genji”, leading to the longer versions of these tales.

Key Words: The Tale of Takamura, “Independent Parallel Stories”,
“Connecting Bridge Chapters”, Influence on “Tale of Genji”,

Two-Part Structure
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