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Plurilingual Speakers’ Awareness of Language
Selection and Meaning of Languages They Use:
An Analysis of Interview Narratives
of a Plurilingual Speaker A Who Learned Japanese
in Belgium

Tomomi Yoshinaga

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify what plurilingual speakers feel in selecting a
language to use and what meaning they find in each of the languages they can speak.
A semi-structured interview was conducted with a plurilingual speaker who had
studied Japanese in Belgium and had experience studying abroad in Japan (“Speaker
A”). The interview reveals that, in each of the languages she speaks, Speaker A finds
practicality and, at the same time, the meaning as “a language to connect with
someone or something” in a community. In other words, Speaker A consciously uses
different languages depending on the community to which she believes she belongs
or wishes to belong. In addition, Speaker A’s narratives contained the expression of
“languages for expressing myself”. This means that any language, including Japanese,
is essential for her to express herself today. Speaker A also suggested that the words
that she uses in different languages complemented each other. Finally, it became clear
that Speaker A also finds each language she uses helpful for self-actualization.



