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“Easy Japanese” for Learning Support for Children
Connected to Foreign Countries:
In Reference to the Volunteers’ Attitudes toward
“Easy Japanese” in a Learning Support Class

Midori Karakisawa

Abstract

Since the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in 1995, the need for “easy Japanese” that
is readily comprehensible to foreigners has been recognized. The use of “easy
Japanese” is also considered important to support the learning of children connected
to foreign countries with inadequate Japanese language skills. However, what kind of
“easy Japanese” is specifically necessary for them has not been fully examined.
Therefore, I asked volunteers participating in a learning support class to exchange
opinions on “easy Japanese” during a class review meeting. As a result of analyzing
and discussing the contents of the exchanges, it became clear that in order to support
the learning of children connected to foreign countries, it is important to have
different kinds of “easy Japanese” that creates a comfortable environment for children
to learn, that is appropriate for each level of children’s development, and that
supports children’s learning. In addition, all of these are related to each other, and
mother tongues and other languages need to be respected.
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