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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Who wrote “Takekawa” in The Tale of Genji
—Examining special words in “Takekawa”—
YOSHIMURA Ken-ichi

Many researchers of The Tale of Genji have long suspected the
writer of “Takekawa” could not be Murasaki Shikibu, because the
writing style in “Takekawa” is poor and childish, and the story of
“Takekawa” is not possible.

Recently, students of Genji have chosen not to take up this ques-
tion because of the difficulties involved, but, in this paper, I attempt
to answer this question by examining special words, namely, those
words that were not found in The Tale of Genji. Murasaki Sikibu cre-
ated many new words in The Tale of Genji. In this paper, I find all of
the special words in Genji and compare them with the special words
of “Takekawa”. In doing so, I am convinced that this is an innovative
way of dealing with the problem of identifying the author of the lat-
ter.

Key Words: “Takekawa”, special words, The Tale of Genji, Mura-

saki Sikibu
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