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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Aspects of Interjections as seen in Ernest Satow’s Kuaiwa Hen
Yu Samson
Interjections appearing in Kuaiwa Hen (Conversation) are thought to have been aspects of
the language of Edo/Tokyo from the late Tokugawa and the early Meiji periods that were
heard and collected by Ernest Satow, who visited Japan at the end of the Tokugawa period
(1862). The significance of these interjections, in terms of the Japanese language and their ety-
mological history, has been commented on in the Nihon Kokugo Daijiten 2™ed. as: It is also
worth noting that the interjections in Kuaiwa Hen 1. include interjections from joruri (ballad
dramas), including Yokyoku (Noh songs) and Kyogen (comedies) from the Muromachi period, as
well as from kokkeibon (comic novels) and ninjobon (love stories); and 2. include many examples
that match interjections in works by Meiji period authors who wrote in colloquial style. The
interjections in Kuaiwa Hen are examples from the early Meiji period, and they are the valu-
able records by which we can recognize the way the spoken language prior to the Meiji period
was connected to the modern spoken language.
Key Words: Ernest Satow, “Conversation (Kuaiwa Hen)”, interjection, Tokugawa Era lan-
guage, spoken language
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