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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Re-evaluating the Little Theater in 1980s from NHK TV Programs
SHIBATA Takako

The aim of this paper is to clarify the relationship between a phenomenon known as the ‘Lit-
tle Theater boom’ and audience images from TV programs in the 1980s, analyzing their
discourses and pictures. NHK Theater and News programs described the activity of the Little
Theater (Sho-gekijo) increasing theater spaces in Tokyo from 1985 onwards, focusing on get-
ting young audiences on the bandwagon. On the other hand, the youth TV program discussed
the indecisive boundary between a sender and a receiver in cultures. These TV programs
emphasized the facet of theater activities as contemporary culture with dancing and music in
their spectacles. The various images of new audiences, who supported contemporary culture,
reflected critical and media discourse. The remarkable creative style of the Little Theater in
1980s was a group project. The creators, many of whom were women, did not rely on tradi-
tional theater conventions, thereby gaining a new imagination. The young audiences,
interpreting theatrical signs on the stage, were also accomplices in that creation. The ‘Little
Theater boom’ phenomenon increased the number of Little Theater spaces and companies. As
a result of the phenomenon, the collaborative style of such creative group projects and their
imaginations spread in the area of theater, including to the audiences.

Key Words: Little Theater boom, audience, contemporary culture, TV program, group project
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