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Who protects the records?—Some archival issues raised in Armstrong
vs. Executive Office of the President
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Armstrong vs. Executive Office of the President, electronic records, e-mail, U.S. laws and
regulations related to governmental records management, duty of the Archivist
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In this paper, the authors examine archival issues raised in a lawsuit filed in 1989 by
U.S. citizens arguing for the preservation of federal and presidential electronic records.
Based on our close reading of David Bearman’s paper, “The Implications of Armstrong
vs. Executive of the President for the Archival Management of Electronic Records,” The
American Archivist, Vol. 56, No. 4, 1993, pp. 674-689, we first present an overview and
the legal background of the case. After reviewing the archival issues pointed out by
Bearman, we briefly compare them with a similar case in Japan, focusing on the
changes in the concept of records and the duties of the Archivist.
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