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the Public Records and Archives Management Act / The Moritomo Gakuen and Kake

Gakuen scandals / revised the guidelines for the management of administrative records /
documents less than 1 year retention period / disclosure of Information
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The Japanese archival institutions took a step by implementing the Public Records and
Archives Management Act in April 2011. However, now it enters critical stages. Because it was
revealed that the public records management might not be appropriately done in relation to
many suspitions such as an alleged cover-up of the existence of daily activity logs of the South
Sudan Dispatch PKO troop, Ground Self-Defense Force, Moritomo and Kake Gakuen scandals,
and so on. In response to such situation, the government announced to revise the guidelines
for the management of administrative records to improve the administration from 2018 fiscal
year. How to deal with the documents that the retention period are less than 1 year, and that
meetings between administrative bodies have to take the minutes are principal revision points.
There is also concern that the background of decision-making becomes rather unclear with
much emphasis on securing accuracy and the like, though a certain level of improvement can
be expected. Meanwhile, movements against the disclosure of information including the act
on the protection specially designated secrets are becoming prominent, and it is necessary to

question for what reason the administrative bodies manage the public records.
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