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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Sense and Instinct: A Review of New Essays on Human Understanding, Book I
UENO, Rika

In New Essays on Human Understanding, Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, a rationalist, confronts John Locke,
an empiricist, about the latter’s arguments against innate ideas. In this study, I review Book I of New Essays
on Human Understanding to interpret the meaning of Leibniz’s words “our gifted author [Locke] will not
entirely disagree with my view.”

First, I confirm the meanings and relations between things considered “innate” by Leibniz, that is, ideas,
principles, and truths. Second, I consider the argument that sense is required for finding necessary truths,
which are also innate principles and truths as sourced innate ideas. In addition, I deal with instinct as
source of practical necessary truth based on Leibniz’s theory of innate ideas. His assumption of necessary
truths, connected with human reason, has theoretical and practical aspects; in other words, he emphasizes
the necessity of sense and instinct. Finally, I show how sense and instinct are related to establishing
sciences.

Key Words: Leibniz, innate idea, reason, sense, instinct
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