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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Title: the Significance and Historical Interpretation of Kana Characters
(Kana-Jibo: flx$4¥:k}) and Blank Spaces in the Manuscript “Kou-hon
(H1AS) ” from “Tale of Takamura (TEi455 1) 7; Publication of the
Kyoto University’s Trans-Manuscript of “Ono-no-Takamura-Shuu
(ThBPEESE) ”

WEe investigated two perspectives on the use of the characters in “Kou-hon
(FFAS) 7, one of the manuscripts of “Takamura Monogatari (T&EYEE,) .
One stems from an analysis of the characteristics of its last sentence. Before
the last sentence, a two character-wide space is inserted between it and the
end of the previous sentence. No other place in the manuscript contains such
unnecessary spaces. In addition, the line feed position of the last sentence is
different from others in that it leaves a space of one character at the bottom.
No such unnecessary margin is found at other line breaks. Also, in this last
sentence, only the Kana character “B1” (L) is used for the syllable of “shi”.
244 syllables for the “shi” character are found in total, of which 243 are “2”

«—f=» :ﬁ

and “&”, and one “#7” the remaining instance in this Manuscript. Taking
these characteristics into account, it is viewed that the last sentence is likely a
separately added sentence after the text was first established.

The second perspective concerns the problem of when the Kana characters
“Br (shi) >, (ha) 7,92 (chi) ”,and “%& (ru) ” began to be used. In
“Kou-hon (FIA) 7, all four Kana characters are used only once. By

investigating the period these characters were first used, it is possible to
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estimate the date when this manuscript was copied. From research of various
documents, it is clear that the four Kana characters saw their first use after
about 1000 AD. Therefore, it is presumed that the manuscripts of “Kou-hon
(FFA) ” were copied after this time.

In summary, it is clear from “Kou-hon (HA) ” that (1) the last

sentence is a postscript from a later date, and (2) the authorship of the text
is around 1000 AD at the earliest.

Key Words: “Tale of Takamura” (T ¥ §E1) , The Kyoto Universty’s
Trans-Manuscript, “Onono-Takamurka-shuu” (T/NEFPELEE |) |
Kana character (Kana-Jibo: {X 44 % 4#}) , Last sentence, Blank
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