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CIL.= Corpus Inscriptiones Latinarum consilio et auctoritate Academiae lit-

terarum reginae Brrussicae edictum, Berlin, 1863—.

ILS. = Inscriptines Latinae Selectae, Dessau, H. (Hrsg.), Berlin, 1892-1916.

AE =L’ Année épigraphique, Paris, 1888—.
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“Emperor Worship/ Imperial Cult” in Imperial Rome:

Reassessment of “Emperor Worship/ Imperial Cult” Concept

OKAWA, Honami

Religious rituals to the Roman Emperors in Imperial Rome has been
generally called “Emperor Worship/ Imperial Cult”, which is known to have
various forms of worship. In previous studies of Roman history, this word has
often used uniformly for all instances within the empire where religious rituals
were dedicated to emperors and hasn’t used as a concept that has a clear content
with academic definition. However, we assume that the actual worship of
emperors in Imperial Rome had numberless variety. Therefore, we cannot simply
discuss the effect of such worship on imperial politics and religious policies.

For that reason, this paper takes different levels of worship of the living and
dead First Emperor, Augustus in Italy outside Rome, which is confirmed in
inscriptions and literature. The aim of this paper is to discuss the diversity of
worship of emperors in Imperial Rome by examining their origins and rituals, and
to finally reassess “Emperor Worship/ Imperial Cult” concept.

The results of the reassessment are as follows: There was not a single system
of “Emperor Worship/ Imperial Cult” and a unified worship organization in the
empire. Thus, there was no “Emperor Worship/ Imperial Cult” itself. The worship
of emperors in Italy varied in the object of its worship. And the cult of the
emperors, including the cult of the deified emperors in Rome, was established by
various initiatives such as an emperor, local city council (decuriones), the social
¢lites of the community. In latter cases, they worshipped this or that emperor
according to its own discretion and ritual.

Thus, “Emperor Worship/ Imperial Cult” concept is too ambiguous and
difficult to define. The conventional use of this concept is very misleading.
Therefore, “Emperor Worship/ Imperial Cult” is not a valid analytical concept.
When we discuss the worship of emperors in the study of Roman history, we

cannot lump all worships together and discuss about them. So, we need to
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consider the background, origin and social significance of each worship

individually and concretely.
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