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The Formation and Deployment of the Concept “Healthy Beauty” in Mingei Theory by Yanagi-Muneyoshi

SUIZU, Tomohiro

The main purpose of this article is to clarify the formation and deployment of the concept “Healthy Beauty” in Mingei
theory by Yanagi-Muneyoshi. Yanagi was devoted to Ilya Mechnikov (1845~1916) and Walter Whitman (1819~
1892) in the 1910s. Inspired by them, he got the concept of “health.” After that, he investigated Korean Arts and
intuitively encountered with Mokujiki-butsu (Statues of Buddha carved by Mokujiki-shonin). As a result of those
experiences, he presented “Healthy Beauty” as the highest-ranking beauty that could be found in “Getemono.”

Ordinary and natural “Healthy Beauty,” supported by “practicability,” was defined as an ideal beauty, for which was
comprehensively aimed in living and exhibition space, through various practices for newly producted folk-crafts.
Moreover, the conceptual significance of “Healthy Beauty” was clarified through criticism of something unhealthy and
pathological. “Healthy beauty,” which presented as a “new standard of beauty” in times of war, was consistently
emphasized after the war. Then, it became essence of Mingei theory.

Considered “Healthy beauty” as the most significant concept, the highest-ranking “standard of beauty” that was
supported by “the beauty of use,” it is concluded that Mingei theory is not only the theory of crafts but also a kind of

ideology of social reform that implied the meaning of improvement of livings which should be reflected on daily life.

(FRIRERAHI R FHERR M)
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