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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Newly Discovered Copy of the Kuramagaiji Engi Emaki (Private
Collection)
TSUCHIYA Maki
The Kuramagaiji engi emaki three-scroll set dedicated by Hosokawa
Takakuni in 1513 (Eisho 10) is the oldest handscroll work by a Kané school

painter. The paintings recount the founding of Kuramadera and related

miracles. The colophons identify the dedicator as Hosokawa Takakuni, the
text calligrapher as Shoren’in Sonné and the painter as Kané Motonobu.
Given that the original scrolls are no longer extant, our understanding of the
work has been based solely on extant copies, which contain some lacunae.

This article introduces a newly discovered copy of the scrolls, today in a
private collection. This newly discovered work is extremely important, as the
only extant copy containing the original work’s entire text and pictures. I
surmise that this copy dates to the late Edo period. The superb painting style
conveys all elements, from line work to coloring, in careful detail. The
pictures in this newly discovered copy indicate that the original scrolls were
produced just as the Kand school was constructing the narrative pictorial
method to be used in its handscrolls, and this newly established style was
based on the visual vocabulary seen in earlier handscrolls.

Given the importance of this new discovery for the study of Kano
handscrolls, this article presents interpretations and transcriptions of the texts
and scenes, along with reproductions of all picture sections.

Key Words: Kandé Motonobu, Kurama-dera (Kurama-gai-ji), origins of

shrines and temples, illustrated handscrolls, copy
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