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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Outcomes of VAR and investigation of incidents: the case of the 2018 FIFA World Cup
ABE Kenta

In sports there are many instances where decisions requiring appropriate selection are made, however
sufficient processes are not always adopted by those involved. In the case of referees, the requirement of
judging whether the players’ actions are within the rules can sometimes lead to mistaken calls. Instant
replay has been adopted in various sports as a measure to prevent such mistakes. In this study, we observed
incidents reviewed by video assistant referee (VAR) at the 2018 FIFA World Cup and analyzed the
tendencies of misjudgments revealed by VAR. Moreover, we investigated the psychological factors which
cause the referee to commit misjudgments. In the analysis, we surveyed data from 64 games (matches
reviewed by VAR, incidents reviewed by VAR, results reviewed by VAR, incident occurrence times) . From
these, 20/455 incidents were reviewed by VAR. Review by VAR often resulted in changes to foul calls in
incidents where the referee had judged there to be none. In addition, penalty kicks determined by VAR
occurred more frequently at the end of the game, with no difference between the score. Although no
statistically significant difference was observed, it is presumed through VAR questionable incidents were
able to be resolved.

Key Words: Decision, Rule, Instant replay, Referee mistake, Soccer
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