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ENGLISH SUMMARY
On the Misuse of the Japanese Word “namaemake (#Hijfal7)”.
NIINO Naoya

As an example of “misuse” - in modern Japanese, I take up the word “namaemake (% Hij & 1})”.
“Correct usage” of this word is to use it in the sense that {one’s substance is inferior to the excellent name
of oneself), but in recent years it has been “misused” in the sense of {being coerced by the name of the
opponent). At first, I will show the first example of the “misuse” of this word occurred in 1932 (7, Showa)
and the first indication of such usage was discovered in 1966 (41, Showa) . Furthermore, as a result of
having investigated newspaper articles from the present, it is clear that the “misuse” is predominant in
sports-related articles, and “correct usage” is predominant in all other articles. I show that the “misuse” of
this word is a kind of jargon in the world of student sports represented by high school baseball, where
(being coerced by the name of the opponent) can easily happen. On the other hand, I show that examples
of “misuse” have been decreasing since about 2011, and this depends on a change of the norm consciousness
of newspapers.

Key Words: “namaemake (&HiET)”, “misuse”, newspaper, Jargon, norm consciousness
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