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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Technology and Imagination:
Comparing Giinther Anders and Hans Jonas’ philosophies of technology
TOYA Hiroshi

The purpose of this paper is to compare the philosophies of technology proposed by Giinther Anders
and Hans Jonas. According to Anders, technology restricts human imagination by its all too destructive
powers, causing imbalances between technology and humanity’s true nature through what he calls a
‘Promethean gap’. He suggests ways to address this gap by intentionally expanding upon the imagination.
Jonas finds increasing danger on the process of technological civilization by the accelerative and
accumulative growth and development of technology. As a result of this, he opines that technology exerts a
serious impact on future generations and the range of its influence/s exceeds the ability of humans to make
accurate scientific predictions. Jonas suggests that our foundations should be based on ensuring the freedom
of human imagination rather than on scientific demonstrations, and on actively arousing fear in humans to
thus avoid catastrophic possibilities in the future. In previous studies, the philosophies of technology by
both Anders and Jonas have been equated to each other because of their similar emphasis on the human
imagination. However, they are not entirely similar because their interpretations of technology and their
meanings of imagination are different from each other; equating the two prevents not only the correct
interpretation of each philosophy but also the understanding of human beings’ relationships with

technology from various points of view. This paper clearly distinguishes the philosophies of technology put
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forth by Anders and Jonas and by examining both their works, it prepares a foundation upon which to
evaluate their validity As a conclusion, this paper considers solutions to various problems surrounding the
technology.

Key Words: Glinther Anders, Hans Jonas, Philosophy of Technic, Imagination, Nuclear Weapons.
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