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The aim of this article is to explain the history of the US archives from the 1970s until its
development around the 19905 and thereafter, following some American archival appraisal
studies such as that of Frank Boles" Archival Appraisal. We can better understand the history
by considering the mutual implications which the studies had in each era: the attempts to
target government records in the 1940s and 1950s, the changes in the social environment
surrounding archives as well as the expansion of targets for appraisal in the 1970s, the
practice and theory implemented for nongovernment records in the 19805, and the rise of
new issues in the 1990s. Boles characterized the US archives, which expanded their objects
since the 1970s, as the “American ‘big tent philosophy.” The article concludes that this
philosophy contributes to the continuing uniqueness of the American archives, even while

making it unusual as compared to the traditional European archives.
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