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sxxDescriptors and Abstracts«s«

+*Report«

COMPARATIVE STUDY OF BASIC VOCABULARIES OF JAPANESE AND

EUROPEAN LANGUAGES

SANADA Haruko (Gakushuin University)

Descriptors: basic vocaburary; Japanese; German; French; Spanish;

Abstract:

The aim of this paper is to clarify the difference in semantic construction between

Japanese and European basic vocabularies. It can be assumed that this difference

results from the characteristics of each language and the purpose of selecting each

vocabulary. Understanding this difference is important for learners of these

languages and developers of basic vocabularies. The present paper analyzes a

comparative table in “A Contrastive Study of the Fundamental Vocabulary of

Japanese, German, French and Spanish” by The National Language Research

Institute which includes 6818 Japanese words, 9775 German words, 12322 French

words, and 17390 Spanish words.The results are as follows: '
<Characteristic Semantic Areas>

Japanese: Relations; Time; Unit; Countries and Cities; Languages; Art; Living;

German: Place;

French: Positions; Functions; Clothes;

Spanish: Unit; Race; Countries and Cities;

W
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PRINCIPLE 2 _
The child shall enjoy special protection, and shall be given
opportunities and facilities, by law and by other means: to enable him
to develop physically, mentally, morally, spiritually and socially in a
healthy and normal manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity.
In the enactment of laws for this purpose the best interests of the
child shall be the paramount consideration.
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Principe 3
L'enfant a droit, dés sa naissance, & un nom et & une nationalité.
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PRINCIPIO 4
El nifio debe gozar de los beneficios de la seguridad social. Tendra

derecho a crecer y desarrollarse en buena salud; con este fin deberan
proporcionarse, tanto a él como a su madre, cuidados especiales,
incluso atencidon prenatal y postnatal. El nifio tendra derecho a
disfrutar de alimentacién, vivienda, recreo y servicios médicos

adecuados.
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COMPARISON OF EFFECTIVENESS OF VARIOUS BASIC VOCABULARIES

SANADA Haruko (Gakushuin University)

Descriptors: basic vocabulary; Japanese; English; French; Spanish;
effectiveness

Abstract:

This paper deals with an analysis of effectiveness of basic vocabulary.

The effectiveness of Japanese, English, French, and Spanish basic
vocabularies is compared using "Declaration of the right of the child"
adopted by the Unite Nations in 1959 in Japanese, English, French, and
Spanish versions.

As samples of basic vocabularies, the following materials are used:
Japanese: 'Basic 6,000 words' including 'Basic 2,000 words' listed in A Stwvay
of the Fundamental Vocabulary :for Japanese Language Teaching, The
National Language Research Institute, Research Report 78 (Tokyo: The
_National Language Research Institute, 1984)

English: about 5,000 words listed in 7he New Horizon Ladder Drctionary
of the Fnglish Language , J. R. Shaw, translated by R. Fukuda (Tokyo:
Hakusuisha, 1972).

French: about 5,000 words listed in Drsctionnaire du Vocabulaire essentiel ’
G. Matore, translated by J. Nomura and A. Namekawa (Tokyo: Hakusuisha,
1967).

Spanish: about 5,000 words listed in Drccionarto de Vocabulario Fundamental
de/ Fspario/, M. Takahashi and others (Tokyo: Hakusuisha, 1972).

For each version a graph is drawn of the number of running words versus
the number of different words. A graph of regression curves for Japanese,
English, French, and Spanish is also drawn. The values of the ordinates
(the degree of accumulative f[requency) near the origin are highest for
French, followed by Spanish, English, and Japanese. The Japanese curve
outruns the English one. This is because the frequency is weighted for the
selection of the English basic vocabulary, while in Japanese 'Basic 6,000
words' and 'Others’ include high-frequency words. The curves for French and
Spanish lie above those for English and Japanese.

In this study it is-observed that for an understanding of the sample text
the Japanese basic vocabulary is not sufficient compared with foreign ones.
This is probably due to the fact that Japanese has a unique structure of the
vocabulary in which original Japanese words, loan words from China, and loan
words from Europe constitute the same semantic field.
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AUTOMATIC SENTENCE STYLE CONVERSIQN IN JAPANESE:.

CONVERSION TO DEARU-STYLE

SANADA Haruko (IBM Japan, Ltd. / Gakushuin University)

Descriptors: style conversion; style; common style; polite style;
Desu/Masu-style; Dearu-style; conjugation of verb;

Abstract:

This paper deals with an automatic conversion system which converts any
sentence style to the dearu-style in Japanese. The following are the
characteristics of the systen.

(1) It is available on personal computers.

(2) It converts clause-final and sentence-final predicates in all sentences
except conversational sentences.
(3) Verb-conversion incorporates a probability logic according to
circumstances.

The system was developed with the following considerations in wind:
(1) Conversion of clause-final predicates

(2) Conversion of polite verbs
Two problems still remain. One is the conversion of conjunctions such

as desukara, desuga, etc. The other concerns the differenciation of
homonymous verb forms; this may be facilitated by examining accompanying
postpositions.
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AN AUTOMATIC CONVERSION OF JAPANESE SENTENCE STYLE:
FROM DA-STYLE TO DESU/MASU-STYLE
SANADA Haruko (IBM Japan, Ltd. / Gakushuin University)
Descriptors: style conversion; style; common style; polite style;

Da-style; Desu/Masu-style; conjugation of verb

Abstract:
The automatic generation of Japanese sentences is becoming very
important as a subject of man-machine-interface. This paper is about an
automatic conversion system used to convert Da-style to Desu/Masu-style.
The follow1ng are the characters of the systen.
(1) It is available on the personal computers; therefore. its dictionary
files are very small.
(2) It converts only the end of the objective description.
(3) It converts _verbs using a probability logic according to
circumstances. :
The automatic conversion system has two problems. One 1is about the
subject of conversion, and the other is about the style of sentences In
aim. There are two move targets for the former problem besides the
conversion of the end of sentences, which 1is reported in this paper.
These two are as follows:
(1) The conversion of predicates with limitation.
(2) The conversion of words to unify the word level used in a sentence.
As for the latter problem, it is necessary to consider the conversion of
varied sentences to unified sentences, especially to Dearu-stle.



