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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Kana Texts and Archi-Ecriture in the Heian Period
KANDA Tatsumi

Texts written in kana, such as the Taketori Monogatari, Kokin
Wakashii and Tosa Nikki, came into being one after another around
900 in the Heian Era. Influenced by those texts, the Utsuho Monoga-
tari, Genji Monogatari and Sagoromo Monogatari followed. What is the
meaning of the kana literature in a context in which Classical Chinese
was the authoritative written language? It is impossible to answer
this question without consideration of parole (spoken language)
because kana characters are not ideograms but phonograms. They,
however, must be characters; thier sound through the sight is not the
voice itself. In contrast, Classical Chinese can bring the language
space as parole by means of reading aloud or using as a speech.
Referring to the concept of “archi-ecriture” presented by Jacques Der-
rida, this paper examines the relationship of parole / ecriture in the
kana texts of the Heian Era, which is charateristic of Japanese lan-
guage and differs from Occidental ones.

Key Words: kana texts, parole, ecriture, archi-ecriture, Taketori
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