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ENGLISH SUMMERY
Analysis of School Life and Selective Friendship among Youth:
Comparative Research Based on Junior High School and High School Students
in Japan and South-Korea
OZAWA Masayuki

This article is a study on the difference in youth communication between friends, based on a
questionnaire administered in Japan and South Korea, two countries that share a similar educa-
tional standard and geographical proximity. The central projects of this article focus on the
differences in communication among junior high school and high school students in both Japan
and South Korea, based on their school life, and on the investigation of the regulating factor,
which leads to an affirmation of selective friendship.

It was found that students in both Japan and South Korea generally showed a positive incli-
nation about selective friendship (that is a relationship to make friends according to the
occasion); however, they varied in terms of what they look for and value in the selection of a
friend. Japanese students tend to value the topic of conversation with friends, while South
Korean students tend to value the quality for their friendship. It was shown that students who
use selective friendship have a greater number of friends. On the other hand, the regulating
factor to affirm selective friendship in Japanese and South Korean students had a significant
influence on the degree of an affirmative orientation for relationships with friends. And it
turned out that the social stratified factor, which has been pointed out through Japan-South
Korea comparison research, did not appear to have any significant influence on selective friend-
ship, apart from the academic background of the father.

Key Words: selective friendship, socio-economic status, socializing agent, on-line network,

comparative research between Japan and South-Korea
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