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ENGLISH SUMMARY
On syntactic stereotype judged from the sentence pattern of the similar collocation;
“verb past form -TA sono + totan + ni,”
ABE Seiya, MITSUGI Yuka

The conventional study of the usage and the meaning of a word were often considered while
comparing one form (for example, the noun “totan”) with other words (the noun “shun-kan”,
“douji”, etc.) as a target for consideration. But it is necessary to consider the usage of a word by
“the collocation unit” as the longer unit. And it is also necessary to focus more attention on the
differences in “constructions” with its collocation unit.

The noun “totan” for “as soon as” is taken up as an example in this research. The meaning is
compared by the syntactic difference with each collocation form. Actually, a word as “totan”
takes the collocation form as “totan”, “totan - ni”, “sono-totan” and “sono-totan-ni”. In the sentence
structure, these appear in some of the following patterns: “verb past form -TA + totan,~",
“verb past form -TA + totan + ni,~", “~. sono + totan,~", “~. totan + ni”, “~. sono + totan +
ni, ~", etc..

Furthermore, I clarify that there are differences in meaning by the two pair comparison
between five sentence structure patterns of these, through the language introspection investi-
gation that I performed with a native speaker. In the language investigation, I compared it at a
point of view of the difference in time width of the event before and after the “totan” colloca-
tion form. Conventionally, the differences in these five compound word forms has been
unknown.

As a result of having compared two events, that is, before and after the “totan” form by
observing from the view-point of the time distance, for the first time, I was able to clarify that
the form on the left side is shorter and that on the right side is longer, as in the table below.

the time distance between two events

shorter <<<< << <<< longer
“verb past form “verb past form “. sono + totan, “~ totan + ni" " “~.sono + totan
-TA + totan, ~" | -TA + totan + ni, | ~" + ni,~"

Key Words: collocation unit, sentence structure, syntactic difference, “totan”, compound word
form as “verb past form -TA sono + totan + ni,~"

25



