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An Examination of a Procedure for Recipients to Infer

Why the Projected Action Is a Delicate One

Changjiun Du

Abstract

This paper describes the cases where a referring expression is produced in a trun-
cated form (a noun produced in a falling intonation) after an action, such as a question
or a request, is projected. When an utterance projects that a certain type of action will
occur, it can be followed by a referring expression with a rising intonation. In that
case, the recognizability of a referring expression is going to be checked in order to
conduct the projected action without any recognition problems. However, there are
occasions where a referring expression is produced in a falling intonation. Such utter-
ances show that the speakers believe their recipients can definitely recognize the re-
ferring object. In this paper, I show that such utterances not only claim the definite
recognition, but also make their recipients infer why the projected action may be a
delicate one from the shared knowledge of the interlocutors’ life history. In the analy-
ses, I demonstrate how this is done.



