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A Study on the Takashimaya Historical Museum as Business Archives
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This paper evaluates the Takashimaya Historical Museum as business archives, and proposes
the importance of its perspective in the future. Takashimaya, one of the major department
stores in Japan, began as a used clothing business in Kyoto in 1831 and established the
Takashimaya Historical Museum in Osaka in 1970. Based on the survey, the holdings of the
museum are divided into three categories: records, books, and objects. Through an analysis,
we found that these categories may have some connection with Takashimaya's corporate
activities. Accordingly, this paper demonstrates that the Takashimaya Historical Museum
holds the business archives of Takashimaya; thus, the museum should be recognized as
business archives. The final chapter summarizes the recent utilization of the Takashimaya
business archives and the circumstances of the museum. Eventually, this paper proposes that
the Takashimaya Historical Museum requires two perspectives in the future: that of business

archives and that of in-house archives.
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