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The records management of government agencies in Japan has, historically, had a close
relationship with the political system of the era. There was a significant reform in
government organization, when the cabinet system moved from the Dajyokan (Ancient
Cabinet) system to the modern cabinet system in 1885 ; Kirokukyoku (Record Bureaus)
were founded both in the cabinet and in each department of the cabinet. After the reform,
in situations where the government and administration were required to be practical
and efficient, these Kirokukyoku created and established new methods for compiling and
preserving official records based on former records management tradition.

This paper will study what the Kirokukyoku aimed to accomplish under the new cabinet
system, and what has been handed down to the present as a result of their work. It will focus
on Natkaku Kirokukyoku (Cabinet Record Bureau) and discuss the roles that the Kirokukyoku

have played in the reform of political institutions.
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