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The Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11,2011 destroyed and damaged a great number
of public documents and historical records. Rescue operations for damaged documents and
records were undertaken by volunteers. Since the promulgation of the Public Archives Act
in 1987, the archival system in Japan has not developed as quickly as expected. The cause of
this delay can be historically traced to the birth of Japan as a modern nation state. Even after
the enactment of the Public Records and Archives Management Act in April 2011, we are
determined to teach, within the Japanese educational system, the necessity of archives within
a society. The Graduate Course in Archival Science in the Graduate School of Humanities
Gakushuin University is committed to producing not only talented professional archivists,
but also dedicated archival educators. In addition, the Japan Society for Archival Science
recently launched its program for registered archivists. I hope that qualified registered
archivists will make a significant contribution to the development of the Japanese archival

system in the years to come.
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