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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Friendship and Conversation: The Person as Friend in Plato’s Lysis
MIYAZAKI Fuminori
This paper examines the meaning of the person as friend (¢ikoc) in Plato’s Lysis, especially with regard

to the person’s desires and actions, and how these relate to wisdom. The person as friend who is referred
to in the first conversation between Socrates and Lysis (207d-210d) is someone who may, by virtue of
being regarded as wise, indiscriminately desire both beneficial things and harmful ones, and infinitely
satisfy every desire. In the subsequent arguments in this dialogue, however, the character of the person as
friend is modified: harmful desires are excluded from the desires that such a person should have. Then, the
concept of the person as friend is grasped as a person who wishes to have a conversation and performs it
on the ground of loving and seeking the wisdom he lacks. This characterization is implied in the practice
of the conversations between Socrates and the two young boys, Lysis and Menexenus, depicted in this
dialogue. We then see the love of wisdom (@ilocooia) in the reciprocity among people who acknowledge
their own ignorance and seek wisdom.
Key Words: Socrates, Plato, Lysis, friendship, conversation
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