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The Meaning and Function of Formal Letter
Closing “made” in Japanese

Kanako KOHARA

Abstract

For this paper a study was conducted of the actual use and the function of made,
which has been used in the past as the fixed phrase at the end of a letter or an e-mail
written in Japanese. The results of the study show there is a great difference among
generations in actual usage of and the attitude towards using the made. Further, the
made suggests that it has an intermediate function of meaning in association with
both made of focus particles and case-marking particles.

From the above facts, the paper advocates that the form of the made is not dealt
with sufficiently in business manuals and that it contains important issues concerning
the teaching methods, not only to native Japanese speakers but also to foreign adult
learners of Japanese.

Key words : made, focus particles, cases-marking particles, formal letter closing
“made” in Japanese.



