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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Variation in usage of the Chinese poetic word “BE (gi zhen).”
—in Tang, Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms—
NAKAYAMA Daisuke

The poetic word “%&3= (gi zhen)” came into use during the time of the Tang Five
Dynasties, and was used by many poets, such as Bai Juyi. It means “lie on one’s
side”, and it describes the act of “lying down leisurely” or “de-stressing without
going to sleep.” However, variations of this usage have not been investigated as yet.

This paper thus examines the different usages of “&32 (gi zhen)” from almost all
the examples to be found in Tang-era poetry.

The different meanings of “¥34= (gi zhen)” are divided into the following three
classes: “sense something”, “relax in a leisurely manner”, and “feel lonely.” As a
result of examination by this classification, it is confirmed that the meaning “relax in
a leisurely manner” prevailed until the end of the Tang era, but thereafter, the sense
“relaxing leisurely” became prevalent instead.

This paper also mentions other usages of “{&3= (gi zben)”.

Key Words: Bai Juyi ({OHIIN), Chinese poetic word, Tang’s poetry, 3= (i zhen),

lie on one’s side
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