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The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman 1759–

1767 Laurence Sterne 1713–1768
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menippean satire or menippea Varro

Menippus

Lucian, Lukianos
Petronius Apuleius

 1995: 73  
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Gary Pyer British Satire and the Politics of Style, 1789–1832 1997  
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Menippean satires often employ multiple narrative voices, reproduce poems or songs, contain 
dialogues or symposia, shift among dialects, or vary their media to draw attention to their 
materiality, as Sterne does in Tristram Shandy through devices like black and marbled pages.

Dyer 1997:18  
 

materiality

William Cowper 1731–

1800 The Task 1785 I sing the Sofa

Alexander Pope 1688–1744 The Rape of the Lock

1712 mock-heroic

graveyard poets

1759 1767

The Castle of Otranto 1764

 

Gary Dyer Nightmare Abbey 1818

Thomas Love Peacock 1785–1866

 

 
The greatest differences between the comic novel and the Menippean satire lie in the nature of 
their characterization and their resolutions of dramatic conflicts. Moreover, because Menippen 
characters tend to represent ideas, their conflicts often take the form of debates. In general, 
Peacock’s satires belong to the tradition of Aristophanes, Petronius, Rabelais, Swift, and 



－ 70 －

Voltaire, in which, as he observed in 1835, characters ‘‘are abstractions or embodied 
classifications, and the implied or embodied opinions the main matter of the work’’ (in the 
other kind of ‘‘comic fiction,’’ typified by novels like Joseph Andrews and Tom Jones, ‘‘the 
characters are individuals, and the events and the action those of actual life – the opinions, 
however prominent they may be made, being merely incidental’’ [IX: 258]). Dyer :101  

 

character opinion

1749 1759

 

Walter

Toby
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Ireland Thomas 

Amory 1691?–1788

1756 Life of John Buncle The 

Life and Opinions of John Buncle
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1

human

humanoid non-human  
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1749–64

HUMAN Tom Jones

HUMANOID Tristram 
Shandy

NON-
HUMAN
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Otranto
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homunculus

homo culus

minuscule

humano-id

1

 

2 mock

comic fake
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2 

 

3 comic fake

comic, hot, mental horror, cool, 

physical

mental physical

mental comic horror hot cool

 

3 bustle

admonition

hot mental  
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COMIC ELEMENTS FAKE (GOTHIC) ELEMENTS 

1.comic 4.horror 

2.hot 5.cool 

3.mental 6.physical 

COMIC 

(Tom Jones) 

COMIC-FAKE 

(Tristram Shandy) 

FAKE 

(Castle of Otranto) 

1.comic-2.hot (bustle) 1.comic-4.horror-5.cool 

(blank page) 

4.horror-5.cool 

(strange sound) 

1.comic-3.mental (journey) 1.comic-4.horror-6.physical 

(black page) 

4.horror-6.physical 

(giant hand) 

2.hot-3.mental (admonition) 1.comic-5.cool-6.physical 

(stone page) 

5.cool-6.physical 

(flying helmet) 

3 

 

blank page

black page marble page stone page

cool  

cool

Clara Reeve

cool

physical  
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4

monolith

trist

sham

shindy

trist-sham shindy
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BACK TO PARADISE LOST 

HELL HEAVEN 

curve straight 

asymmetry symmetry 

open close 

broken monolith 

trist blest 

sham ideal 

shindy peace 

Tristram Shandy Eden 

Paradise Lost paradise 
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THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY IN 100 YEARS (1667–1767) 

YEAR ARTHOR WORK 

1667 John Milton 1608–74 Paradise Lost 

1719 Daniel Defoe 1660?–1731 ‘Robinson Crusoe’ 

1726 Jonathan Swift 1667–1745 ‘Gulliver's Travels’ 

1749 Henry Fielding 1707–54 The History of Tom Jones: A Foundling 

1759–1767 Laurence Sterne 1713–1768 ‘Tristram Shandy’ (volumes i, ii published 1759; 

volumes iii and iv 1761; volumes v and vi 1762; 

volumes vii and viii 1765; volume ix 1767)] 

1764 Horace Walpole 1717–1797 ‘The Castle of Otranto’ 

5 

 

Frank O’Gorman The Long 
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Eighteenth Century

1667 1767
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An Essay Concerning Human Understanding 1689

1984 Riddles and 

Mysteries W. G. Day Locke May Not Be the Key

transcendental
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The Dunciad Gulliver’s Travels
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id
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