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Causative Expressions in Japanese

MAEDA Naoko

Key words: Causative ({#1%), Simple Sentence (¥ ), Complex
Sentence (#X), Clause (fi), Expanded Sentence Pattern (¥ ASCHE))

The causative expression is thought to be one of the most difficult
grammatical items for elementary and intermediate learners. The aim
of this paper is to research on the causative expressions in scripts for
films in terms of whether they appear in simple sentences or complex
sentences and to compare those in a Japanese language textbook and a
reference book. About 60% of the causative expressions in scripts are
used in simple sentences, and one third of them arein the combina-
tion of causative and giving-receiving expressions (e. g. -sasetemorau).
The causative expressions in complex sentences most appear in te-form
clauses, and more appear in relative clauses which modify the formal
nouns than in those which modify the general nouns. These results
indicate that to practice causative expressions in complex sentences and
with the combination of various kinds of other grammatical items can
help the appropriate understanding and natural production of the
causative expressions.



