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The Repercussions of the March First Declaration of Indepen-
dence and Its Significance: A Case from Pyongyang

SATO Masao

Key words: March First Movement, Declaration of Independence,
Pyongyang, Typographical Error, Cultural Policy

This year marks the centennial of the annexation of Korea by
Japan and the 91* anniversary of the incipience of the March First
Movement. Nonetheless, there is a relative paucity of research in
Japan into Japanese-Korean relations during this era.

More specifically, so far there has been little comprehensive
research into the Korean Declaration of Independence using primary
sources in the context of the March First Movement.

The present paper focuses on the Declaration itself against the
backdrop of the March First Movement, and explores how it came to
be drafted and spread throughout the country. The significance of the
Declaration is explored by examining how one Japanese person
obtained and stored it in Pyongyang.

It is the author’s opinion that this examination of the Declaration
of Independence as a historical document provides a new perspective on
the March First Movement. Needless to say, this study in itself does
not make a case for a major change in views of the March First
Movement or of the Declaration’s signatories as “traitors”, but it does
pose questions worthy of further examination.
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