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Aspects of Mission Activities in Northern Vietnam under the

Reign of Thieu Tri Emperor of the Nguyen Dynasty:
Backgrounds for the establishment of the Southern Tonkin
Vicariate of the Société des Missions Etrangéres de Paris

MAKINO Motonori

Key words: Vietnam (“X + 3 4), the Nguyen dynasty (Bt3H),
Emperor Thieu Tri (#7575 ), la Societe des Missions Etrangeres de
Paris (¥ ) AEE#HZL), Christianity (F U 2 bED.

This paper indicates that epoch-making changes in Vietnamese
Christian history took place during the Thieu Tri era (1841-1847) of
the Nguyen dynasty. Previous researchers of Vietnamese socio-
religious history have rarely focused on this Thieu Tri era in
comparison with the Minh Mang era (1820-1841) and the Tu Duc era
(1847-1883) when the anti-Christianity campaign of the Nguyen
government came to its climax. Though the repression policy against
Christianity continued, no European missionary was executed under
the reign of Thieu Tri. The great number of people became converted
to Catholicism and local clergies changed to increase at the same rate.

Thieu Tri government’s adaptation of conciliatory strategy on
religious matters toward Western countries after the Opium War, its
lack of popularity, and the endless social unrest caused by natural
disaster or plague gave a great opportunity to a Catholic Missions such
as, “La Société des Missions Etrangéres de Paris (MEP)” which played
the leading part of Vietnamese Christian history since the 18th
century. With the immense financial and moral support from France
in the first half of the 19 th century, the MEP could gradually extend
its influence over the North Vietnamese people in need of medical and
educational help.
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The catholic communities of the Nghe An province enjoyed a kind
of autonomy since the Minh Mang era saw in particular a great
number of converts and Christian villages newly built during the Thieu
Tri era. Finally the catholic communities of this province were
separated as the Southern Tonkin Vicariate from the Western Tonkin
Vicariate in 1847 and played a potent role in the Vietnamese
socio-religious history during the latter half of the 19 th century.



