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Approach to make territory transition maps in the Central
Plain during the Warring States period-Territory formations
and “Xian (8)” system in Sanjin (=%) of the Warring States
period

SHIMODA Makoto

Key words: Sanjin (=&) ofthe Warring States, Territory formation,
Mapping, “Xian (8)” system, Bronze weapons

Adscription of cities in The Central Plain during the Warring
States period is complicated. There are not many studies that explain
which city belonged to which state during what period. Many
researchers refer to the first volume of “Chinese Historical Maps”
(PEELHKE) compiled by Tan Qixiang (EHEE). However, there
seem to be many problems if we look at the maps in details. This
paper prepares transition maps in the Central Plain during the
Warring States period every 50 years. When preparing maps, I took
account of recent studies on eras and historical materials, and provided
supporting evidences including discovered materials.

This paper also focuses on formation of the “Xian (IB)” system
and its development, taking account of other study results regarding
Warring States prefecture and bureaucracy system based on
inscriptions on bronze weapons. This paper tries to explain formation
of the “Xian” system prior to Wei (Bi) and its development process to
Han (8) and Zhao (#)
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