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The Legend of the First Qin Dynasty Emperor’s
Great Wall and Its Setting: Linking the Jieshi
Palaces to the Mengjiangnii Legend

Tsuruma Kazuyuki

To the northwest of the city of Qinhuangdao Z&E in Heibei
Province, in Wangfushi 85k Village on the provincial border with
Liaoning #E stands the mausoleum of Mengjiangnii FEL.
According to the legend, Mengjiangnii is a tragic heroine who lived
during the early days of the Qin Dynasty. Soon after marriage her
husband was conscripted to work in the construction of the Great
Wall. Concerned about his welfare, she followed him to the con-
struction site and found that he had been killed in a cave-in. While
she wept, they found her husband’s remains in the rubble, and she
then returned home with the body. However, Mengjiangnii’s mauso-
leum is actually situated on the site of the Ming period Great Wall,
while the Qin period Great Wall is located much farther north, clearly
indicating that the legend is not from the Qin period. Indeed, legends
of later eras not directly connected with the Qin period are not very
helpful as historical source materials for its study; however, the
situation changed greatly when in 1982 on the seashore across the
water from the Jiangniishi #£#4rf the remains of a large cluster of
remote palaces from the Qin and Han periods were unearthed. The
purpose of the present article is to trace more systematically the
development from the Great Wall legend to the Mengjiangnii legend
in an attempt to discover historical facts about the Qin period from
folklore of a later era.

The investigation reveals that the development of such Great Wall
folklore as the Mengjiangnii legend is connected to confusion con-
cerning historical sites that from its setting in the Jieshi ¥4 peaks
on the Bohai seacoast. That is to say, legends lamenting the hard-
ships and casualties suffered by the anonymous masses who built the
Great Wall were originally derived from tales of the wives of Qiliang
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22 who lost their husbands in battle. The author estimates that
the change of setting from the battlefield to the Great Wall and the
creation of the Mengjiangnii legend took place in pre-Tang China
during the latter part of Wei and Jin eras of the Northern and
Southern Dynasties period. Furthermore, the geographical location
for the new legend, Yuwang & F site in the Jieshi peaks on the Bohai
seacoast, despite being a cluster of remote palaces completely un-
related to the Great Wall built during the Qin and Han periods, is
situated on the eastern edge of the Great Wall of the Northern Qi
Dynasty of the Wei and Jin eras of the Northern and Southern
Dynasties period. Jieshimen F&#&FY, formed by two rock shoals on
the Bohai Coast, was inscribed as a monument to the first Qin
emperor, but was later destroyed on purpose probably as an act of
rebellion against the emperor. During the Wei and Jin eras of the
Northern and Southern Dynasties period, the original Jieshi peaks,
from which residents of the remote palaces high above the coast
could look out on the mystical eastern sea, were forgotten, and
replaced by towering inland Jiehi peaks climbed by emperors of the
Northern Wei, Northern Qi, and Tang Dynasties to view the eastern
sea. It was in this way that the Mengjiangnii mausoleum and Jian-
gniishi came to be located on the Bohai Coast with no relation what
so ever to the original Jieshi palaces of the Qin period. Neverthe-
less, a historical setting forgotten in the historical record has been
revived by the archeological excavation of the Qin and Han period
Jieshi palaces on the Bohai Coast.



