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LITERATURE IN THE EDO ERA AND CHINESE LITERATURE
——GENEALOGY OF THE DOCTRINES AGAINST CH’'U-TZ’U

Haruo Suwa

The Ming era in Chinese history and the Edo era in Japan have much in common.
Originally, the society of the Ming era was based on crop production. In the latter half of
the era, however, society changed greatly as a monetary economy which was mainly based
on silver developed there. Cities grew and fostered the growth of new culture among the
citizens.

In the Edo-era eighteenth century, about two centuries after the Ming era, important
Japanese cities like kyoto, Edo, and Osaka grew and produced their individual cultures.
Rural communities which were divided into two classes, large landowners and petty
farmers, became involved in a mercantile economy, and the people of the latter class left
their lands and flowed into the cities.

A sudden rise of the doctrines of Wang Yang-ming resisting the authority of the
doctrines of Ch’u-tz’u was the most dramatic event in the Chinese realm of thought in the
Ming era. The doctrines of Wang Yang-ming also had a great influence on the Japanese
thought and literature of the Edo era, and diversified the culture of that time.

Toju Nakae, who was known as “Saint Ohmi”, is famous as the first Japanese thinker
influenced by the doctrines of Wang Yang-ming.

Toju started his career as an earnest scholar of the Ch’u-tz’u school. As he engaged in
severe self-criticism and meditation, and as his own preference for classical writings changed
from the Four Chinese Classics to the Nine Chinese Classics, he began to be discontended
with the rational thinking of Ch’u-tz’u,and at the age of 37, he took up Tke Complete Doctrines
of Wang Yang-ming (CBI4E]) becoming a scholar of the Wang Yang-ming school.

Later, a new Japanese school rejected the doctrines of Wang Yang-ming, but was in
fact sometimes influenced by them, as close inspection reveals. Also influenced was thought
founded with no ostensible reference to the doctrines.

Such scholars of “the school of classical studies”. as Soko Yamaga, Jinsai Ito (a scholar
of etymology), and Sorai Ogyu (a scholar of old rhetoric) are the representatives of the new
school. They had no regard for the schools of the Hang, Tang, Sung, and Ming periods,
like the doctrines of Ch’eng-ch’u(#24k) and those of Wang Yang-ming, and insisted on the
direct study of the originals of Confucius and Mencius. But, as we look into their scholastic
careers and analyze their ultimate philosophy, we can recognize here the influence of the
doctrines of Wang Yang-ming.

The relationship between the doctrines of Wang Yang-ming and the practical ethics of
school of Baigan Ishida is noticeable. The doctrines of the latter which were characterized
by a social movement for enlightening modern citizens were established by Baigan Ishida,
and succeeded by Kisui Kamikawa (_E{#7k) and Doji NaKazawa (FiRE=).

Baigan’s thought is not based only on the doctrines of Ch’u-tz’u, nor on those of
Wang Yang-ming, but, in its ultimate form, it is clear that his thought is under the
influence of the latter’s doctrine.




ii

As has been shown, we can view the main stream of thought in the Edo era as two
opposing doctrines, “Ch’u-tz’u” and “anti-Ch’u-tz’u”. In response to such a shift of thought,
and opposed to the theory of political justice in the doctrines of Ch’u-tz’u, there appeared
a literary viewpoint which insisted on the superiority of the world of sensibility that
is peculiar to literature, and which esteemed emotion.

The literary view which made much of emotion had been a traditional Japanese
idea, which was rationalized under the influence of the Chinese poetics, especially by
Soroshiwa (TYA{REFE5)) written at the end of the Southern Sung period.




