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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Society and Common Sense in Times of War: Ibuse Masuji's
Tajinko Mura
Akihiro TAKIGUCHI
Ibuse Masuji's Tajinko Mura was a wartime bestseller and is one
of Ibuse's representative works. However, this work that was well-
received as a depiction of society, and common sense at the time
quickly became a target of criticism after the war and was evalu-
ated in different ways. When evaluating works that were written
under censorship, it is particularly important not to be deceived by
how words appear on the surface but to decipher their underly-
ing structure. Set in a farming village, Tajinko Mura, which gives
a portrayal of the customs and manners of the day, can be seen as
corresponding to the contemporaneous trend of national literature'.
However, when we closely analyse this work, we find a range of
elements that depart from the predominant discourse of time. Note,
however, that the conclusion of Tajinko Mura is actually appropri-
ate for 'times of emergency', and thus we cannot say that it recovers
these elements of departure. Despite this, with the addition of the
sequel Tajinko Mura Hoi, the criticism present in Tajinko Mura also
comes into full effect.
Key Words
War, Times of emergency, Censorship, Novel depicting the customs
and manners of the day, Farming village
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