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ENGLISH SUMMARY
On the Lexical Structure and Etymology of Several Basic Japanese Adjectives Used to Express
Sense of Taste and Other Senses-Amai, Karai, Suppai, Nigai, and Others.
Seiya ABE

This paper will examine features related to the geographical distribution of Japanese adjec-
tives used to express sense of taste, including Amai, Karai, Suppai, Nigai, and others, that are prob-
lematic in a historical linguistics context pertaining to the roots of Japanese language. In particular,
it has been proven that the etymology of “*sukwa-shi ( <suppa-i, <sukka-i)” in the East-Japanese
dialect, Chinese “ft” , and “*sem” of Proto-Austronesian (PAN) language have the identical root
and origin, and that the etymology of “su-shi (< su-i)” in the West-Japanese dialect is Chinese “fi&”.
It has also been demonstrated that the roots of these adjectives have the same origin in Asian
Language.

In addition, by examining the etymology of these adjectives, this paper will describe that a
cross structure composed of four words is the prototype lexical structure of Japanese basic adjec-
tives.

Keywords: geographical distribution, Japanese adjectives, sense of taste, Amai, Karai, Suppai, Nigai,

etymology, “*% Sukwa-shi (<suppa-i, <sukka-i)" as for sour, “Su-shi (<su-i)” as for sour, “Ff", “B&",
prototype structure, basic adjectives.
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