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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Norm consciousness surrounding the survey on the “meanings and ways of saying idioms”
in the “Survey of Public Opinion on the Japanese Language”
— Focusing on changes in the researcher’s consciousness
NIINO Naoya
This paper examines changes in the Japanese Language Division’s awareness of language
norms regarding the intention and results of the survey on “the meanings and ways of saying
idioms” in the “Survey of Public Opinion on the Japanese Language” conducted every year by
the Japanese Language Division of the Agency for Cultural Affairs. The discussion focused on
surveys from 2010 to 2021. The Japanese Language Division’s articles reporting on this survey
consistently maintain that the issue is whether the meaning or way of saying it is “original or
unoriginal,” not “right or wrong.” Furthermore, recently there has been a growing awareness of
the need to avoid making assertions that “this is the original meaning/way of saying /is not the
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original meaning/way of saying.” Recently, people related to the Japanese language Division
have been expressing their dissatisfaction and discomfort with the “conversion” of “original/
unoriginal” — “right/wrong” in the media, and what is “original”. They are emphasizing that
while it is desirable for people to know about it, there is no intention to turn people away from
it. This is thought to be in response to criticism from language researchers as “manipulating
public opinion” and “skillful promotion of correction,” that when research results are “con-
verted” and reported in the media, the “original” meanings and ways of saying them become
more powerful.
Key Words: “Survey of Public Opinion on the Japanese Language”, “the meanings and ways
of saying idioms”, Japanese Language Division of the Agency for Cultural Affairs,
norm consciousness, “original”
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