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ENGLISH SUMMARY
The Practice of Philosophical Dialogue in Social Studies:
A Reasonable Approach to the Introduction of Subjective Learning

SHIBASAKI Tatsuyuki
Following the new curriculum guidelines of Japan's Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT), subjective learning—also called active learning—is being con-
sidered for introduction into junior and senior high schools. However, many teachers are
suspicious of the effectiveness of these new methods and are therefore reluctant to adopt them.
In this paper, I offer an argument for introducing philosophical dialogue as a teaching method
at these schools, noting its value in teaching social studies and its potential for solving some of
the conflicts between teachers and the MEXT I begin by establishing a definition of philosophi-
cal dialogue followed by clarification of the differences between philosophical dialogue and
debate as teaching methods, noting the advantages and disadvantages of both. Next, I propose
paradigm of philosophical dialogue in teaching social studies, such as civics, history, political sci-
ence, and economics, based on the new curriculum guidelines of the MEXT. I conclude that the
introduction of philosophical dialogue into junior and senior high school classrooms will have
many positive effects on students by encouraging active thinking, providing opportunities for
deeper examination of complex topics, and promoting diversity. I also identify the benefits to

teachers of using philosophical dialogue in their lesson plans.
Key Words: Philosophical dialogue, Active learning, Debate, Social studies, Secondary education
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