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Sekiga as assignment of Tokugawa government

OMOTO, Noriko

[keywords: (D Sekiga, @ Oeshi, @ Shogunal succession rites,
(@ Feast for emissaries, &) Oku-Omote]

Oeshis were painters who were emloyed by government of Edo. Oeshi had two classes: Oku-eshi(Back-painters, or
painters belonging to the shogun’s private area in Edo Castle) and Omote-eshi(Front-painters, or painters belonging to the
offical area). The distincion between Oku(back) and Omote(front) was very important in spatial meaning as well as in
hierarchy in Edo Castle. The nearer to shogun, the powerful in court politics. Bureaucrats, monks, servants were also
divided into two lanks by Oku/Omote line.

They drew, beside various daily works, special kind of picture called “Sekiga”. Sekiga were performance in which a
painter draws some pictures before the audiences who were usually his patron or patron’s guests.

Sekiga was a popular attraction in the gatherings of upper classes in Edo and Meiji period. In the case of Oeshis, Sekiga
meaned special meaning because their audience were usually of very high rank including Shogun. Performances of
Sekiga were also related to the distinction between Oku and Omote.
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