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A Collector of Japanese Modern Art and the Record of his Collection
— A Study about HARA Sankei and the Bijutsuhin Kaiire Oboe —

MIKAMI, Miwa

This paper is about Hara Sankei (1867-1939), a wealthy silk trader from Yokohama who was not only a well-known
collector of art but also one of the few patrons of Japanese modern art. Moreover he is particularly known as a patron
of The Japan Art Institute.

The record Bijutsuhin Kaiire Oboe is a precise inventory of his art collection that belongs now to the Sankeien
Hoshokai Foundation.

The Bijutsuhin Kaiire Oboe consists of five volumes and was compiled by Sankei himself. It was donated by one of
his descendants to the Sankeien Hoshokai Foundation in 1987 among other documents related to Sankei.

In my paper I focus on Sankei's role as an ardent collector of Japanese modern art by gathering and analyzing the art

works of his collection.
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