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ENGLISH SUMMARY
The fabricated “I novelist” - the case of Kasai Zenzo

Yoshiaki YAMAMOTO
Since Hirano Ken, Kasai Zenzo has been seen as a central proponent of
the “I novel” in its self-destructive form. This opinion, however, is a result of
a research bias that focuses mainly on the work of his later years. But a careful
investigation of the work of Kasai after 2o wo #surete had established his
literary reputation brings out a greatly varied literary universe that makes it

impossible to classify him as a writer of the “I novelist” genre who only wrote
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of his own self-destruction. Critics of Kasai’s own time were in fact harshly
disparaging of his inconsistent and jumbled literary universe. The
establishment of the notion of Kasai Zenzo as an “I novelist” by Hirano and
other literary critics is a result of ignoring the assessment of Kasai’s own
contemporaries who said that his work lacked consistency. This proves the
vacuity of the “I novel” hypothesis and the shaky foundation upon which it
rests.

Key Words: canonization, image-building strategy, misogyny, consumpsion,

the contemporary criticism
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