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The various points at issue connected with “Mi- nakama,”
P >

alow-ranking post of innner palace, of the late pre-modern age

Hiroshi TAKAHASHI

“O-sue”, “Nyo-jyu” and “Go-fuku-dokoro”, low-ranking posts of innner palace were
collectively called “Mi-nakama” in the late pre-modern age. The reason why we need to
study “Mi-nakama” is a stagnation of studies comparing with those on the other posts.
Accordingly,this article describes the personnel affairs of “Mi-nakama”, the contents of
those women’s job, and so on.The adoption of “Mi-nakama” was controlled by “Toritsugi”,
appointed by Tokugawa shogunate, with the judge of their “Shinrui-gaki (the paper of their
family)”. In the case of the succession to the throne, the most working women of “Mi-
nakama” remained in the Court together with the second one.

But in the case of the emperor’s death, most of them had their heads shaved. One of “Mi-
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nakama-kashira”, the top rank in the “Mi-nakama” job was the messenger in the case of
happy event in the Court, and the attendant with the prince.In this way, “Mi-nakama” was

related to the emperor intimately, but the responsibility was not always heavy.

Key words: Toritsugi, Shinrui-gaki, Mi-nakama-kashira, shave head, messenger

267



