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Breakaway from SAYOKU-KUZURE: Jun Takami’s
Tenko under the Wartime Regime

Kotaro KUWAO

Jun Takami was known as a famous writer in Japan. He joined movement of proletarian
literature in 1930’s. Under his arrest, he declared the desertium of movement of proletarian
literature, which was called 7enko. But his Tenko was not in such an extreme fofm as an
ultranationalist or supporter of wage war. Takami was still against fascism on drawing story
of SAYOKU-KUZURE. His activity as writer was based on the magazine named JINMIN-
BUNKO. This paper analyzes how his attitude of describing SAYOKU-KUZURE had been
transformed in the war time regime.

JINMIN-BUNKQO presided by Rintaro Takeda and mainly contributed from ex-
proletarian literature was advocated to SANBUN-SEISHIN describing real life of people.
JINMIN-BUNKOQO moreover severly criticized the literacy consultation group or the Japan
romantic school, and held conversazione or a lecture meeting as regards the importance of
relationship of subscriber. Its patience of protestation after destruction of proletarian culture

movement was continued by SAYOKU-KUZURE wiriers. Takami was one of them, and he
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took the view of criticizing reality of society in his work. In consequence he was released
from decadency of SAYOKU-KUZURE and sought affirmatively to draw life of people.

Outbreak of war against China, and discontinuation of /INMIN-BUNKO were great
turning points to Takami. He apprehended war was a real great activity done by human
beings, and he repeatedly the necessity of works describing people’s strong and sturdy life.
His style of description was connected to decline of SAYOKU-KUZURE or SANBUN-
SEISHIN's criticism to people’s real life. Thus Takami published his work entitled
KOSEIKI. The story contented that at the probation system of political offenders,
SAYOKU-KUZURE had got to acquire joy of regeneracy supported by a probation officer.
His abandoning the ideology of criticism and acquiring apprehension of citizen’s real
ordinary life was meant to be close to another ideology of adherents of government
directivity towards war.

But as this ideological conversion of Takami was done under the suppression by official
thought control or under oppression by the thought police, it is difficult to appreciate
whether his ideological conversion depended on his conscience or not. From the period of
the New System Movement to the Asia-Pacific War, utterances supporting war along
National Policy and spirit of protestation for conserving original value of literature coexisted
into Takami’s thought.
key words: Tenko, SAYOKU-KUZURE, JINMIN-B UNKO, SANBUN-SEISHIN, life
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