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A Review about Ichijo Kanera as the Author of “Kuji-Kongen”
Wataru TAMURA

“Kuji-Kongen” is usually ascribed to Ichijo Kanera from its colophon. But this colophon maybe
artificial, because there are many manuscripts which do not include it, and it is unreliable to
ascribe authorship to this. So we should find another basis for deciding whether “Kuji-Kongen”
was written by Kanera. The methodology of this paper is to compase “Kuji-Kongen” with
Kanera’s undisputed books and certain historical material. If we can find something in common

between “Kuji-Kongen” and the other texts “Kuji-Kongen” can be ascribed to Kanera. To put it

173



concretely, this paper considers “Go-Shidai-Sho” and “Kanmon-Nikki” in corﬁparison with “Kuji-
Kongen”.

By the comparison, concerning “Shiho-hai”, we can find some copies from “Nenchu-Gyoji-
Utaawase” and making reference to “Tencﬁi-Zuishosi”, and concerning “Aouma-no-Sechie”, we
can find a misquotation from “Raiki”, based on “Moromitsu-Nenchu-Gyoji”, both in “Kuji-
Kongen” and “Go-Shidai-Sho”, which suggests that “Kuji-Kongen” is Kanera’s work. In addition,
the memorandum of “Kuji-Kongen” notes “Go-Joonji-Kanpaku, Kanera-Ko, Written when he was
nineteen years old” has been considered unreliable for a long time 16 maybe reliable, based on
the dialogue between Ashikaga Yoshimochi —the fourth Shougun of Muromachi-Bakufu—and
Kanera concerning Aouma-no-Sechie in “Kanmon-Nikki”.

“Kuji-Kongen” is essentially a supplement of “Nenchu-Gyoji-Utaawase”. Kanera’s other
works, “Sekiso-Orai” and “Kacho-Yosei”, are similarly a supplement of “Genji-Monogatari-Teiyo”
and “Shinsatsu-Orai”. We can find Kanera’s writing method, which was based on other books, and
adding something from his works. There are some values of study different from today, such as

making no distinction between one’s own view and another's.

Key words: “Go-Shidai-Sho” “Nenchu-Gyoji-Utaawase” “Morimitsu-Nenchu-Gyoji” “Sekiso-

Orai” “Kacho-Yosei”
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