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Table 1: Index of the purchasing power of average hourly earnings in terms of food

us 100 100 100
Australia 107 109 92
Canada 78 84 86
Denmark 73 80 73
Norway 84 88 68
Israel 63 49 52
Germany 38 32 51
Great Britain 62 71 46
Soviet Union 14 13 24

Source: Monthly Labor Review , February 1951.
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Table 2-a: The share of food expenditures

Milk, eggs and cheese 18 18
Meat & fish 29 32
Fruit & vegetable 16 16
Cereals, fats, sugar and preserves 23 26
Other foods and beverages 13 8
All foods 100 100

Source: (DFC) Domestic Food Consumption, 1955-56, reported in lan Gazeley, Poverty in Britain.

Table 2-b: The share of total expenditures

Food 26 25
Alcohol & tobacco 9 8
Clothing & footwear 10 10
Housing & fuel 10 12
Recreation & culture 7 8
Others 36 37
All categories 100 100

Source: (NA) National Accounts, Household Final Consumption Expenditure, 1963 1st quarter.
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Figure 1-a: Factor loadings for Factor 1, Household Expenditures Enquiry 1953-54
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Figure 1-b: Factor scores for Factor 1, Household Expenditures Enquiry, 1953-54
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Figure 2-a: Factor loadings and scores for Factor 2 & 3, Household Expenditures Enquiry 1953-54.
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Figure 2-b: Factor scores for Factor 2 & 3, Household Expenditures Enquiry 1953-54.
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(27) Michael Young and Peter Wilmott, Family and Kinship in East London, 1957.
(28) Avner Offer, The Challenge of Affluence, 2006, p.171.
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Table 3-a: Purchase of durables by low income households

Fridge & washing machine 18 0 0
Gas cooker 24 3 0
Television 50 2 0
Radio & gramophone 12 2 0

Source: Household Expenditure Enquiry 1953-54.

Table 3-b: Budget shares of major expenditure categories, low income households

Food 26 46 47
Alcohol & tobacco 9 10 9
Clothing & footwear 10 8 7
Housing & fuel 10 3 5
Recreation & culture 7 7 7
Others 36 27 24
All categories 100 100 100

Source:as above
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(29) Avner Offer, The Challenge of Affluence, 2006.
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(30) B. Seebohm Rowntree & G. R. Lavers, Poverty and the Welfare State, 1951.
(31) Abel-Smith & Peter Townsend, The Poor and the Poorest, 1965.
(32) ‘Millions still in poverty’, Guardian, December 1965.
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(33) Shinobu Majima, ‘Affluence and the dynamics of spending’, Contemporary British History, 2008.
(34) F. G. Forsyth, Ministry of Labour, November 1965, in response to Peter Townsend. National Archives.
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Table A1: Number of respondents in each London Borough

Battersea 26 2 3 Kensington 28 3 6
Bermondsey 14 0 3 Lambeth 62 1 7
BethnalGreen 13 1 2 Lewisham 60 0 11
Camberwell 26 0 4 Paddington 18 0 4
Chelsea 10 1 1 Poplar 21 0 5
Deptford 20 0 4 StMarylebone 11 1 6
Finsbury 8 0 2 StPancras 28 0 4
Fulham 25 2 3 Shoreditch 13 1 1
Greenwich 29 0 7 Southwark 21 0 3
Hackney 41 3 6 Stepney 18 0 2
Hammersmith 33 3 8 StokeNewington 13 0 3
Hampstead 22 1 3 Wandsworth 80 0 6
Holborn 3 0 1 Westminster 20 0 4
Islington 55 1 14 Woolwich 32 1 0

Source: Household Expenditure Enquiry 1953-54.

(35) Mass Observation Archive. On Family Budget 1952. Ina Zweiniger-Bargielowska, Austerity in Britain 2000.
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Table A2: Number of earners and children in the households

One earner 296 | 38 Female-headed 80 10
(with one child) 1) 8 (with 1+ children) @) | ®
(with 2 children) (64) (8)

(with 3+ children) (33) | (4) Benefit-dependent 102 13

Two earners 215| 28 (age 60-69) (29) (4)
(with one child) (55) | (7) (age 70 and over) (57) (7)
(with 2 children) 33)| @)

(with 3+ children) (22)| (3)

Three+ earners 81| 10
(with 1+ children) (42) | (5) | Total number of families 774 100

Source: Household Expenditure Enquiry 1953-54.

Table A3: Number of state benefit recipients

No Benefit 392 51 (0)
Family Allowances 181 23 (4)
National Assistance 64 8 n/a
i?.ipkness Benefit, Unemployment Benefit, Industrial 21 3 @)
njury or Disability Compensation

National Insurance Retirement or Old Age Pension 78 10 (48)

Widow's Pension or Allowance, War Disability

Pension or Allowance, Other kind of Retirement 38 5 (12)

Pension or Superannuation

All 774 100

Source: Household Expenditure Enquiry 1953-54.
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