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Online collaborative evaluation of the shadowing practice

KUMATI Nobuhiro
ONO Junko

It has been suggested that “shadowing practice” is effective for bottom-up
listening and for speaking. When it comes to the evaluation of students’
“shadowing” performance, giving feedback to learners can be a daunting task
for the instructors because of the limitation of time and space. This is where an
online peer—-evaluation system comes in. For this purpose, Wimba Voice Tools
and the Moodle Learning Management System are implemented for the
collaborative evaluation of students’ individual shadowing practice. With this
system, students’ performances are evaluated by other peers as well as by the
instructor online. In this research students’ perception of this online system is
explored by using the teachers’ observations and students’ questionnaires. It
was found that students preferred using this online system to the traditional
type of CALL environment since the activity of shadowing can be practiced
online, allowing the activity to be carried out anytime, anywhere. It was also
found that peer evaluation was helpful in improving learners’ own shadowing
voices because they could listen to the performance of other participants and

share ideas about how to improve pronunciation.
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