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The Doctrine of the Three Self-Natures
and the Teaching of Sanyvata

KITSUKAWA Tomoaki

The classification of the teachings into three periods by the Faxiang
school has its textual basis in the Samdhinirmocanasitra, and the most
important commentary of that sttra is the Jie shenmi jing shu by
Wonch'uk, who is regarded as not having been officially authorized by the
mainstream of the Faxiang school. Regarding Woénch'uk’s views on
doctrinal classification (Ch. panjiao), it has been generally agreed that he
did not adhere to the standard position of the Yogacara, instead merging
the second period teaching (the doctrine of §unyaid), and the third period
teaching. However, a closer look at his commentary leads to the
conclusion that he describes the second period teaching as containing the
substance of the paratantrasvabhdva and the parinispannasvabhdva as the
Yogacara doctrine, and he is conscious of following Dharmapéala’s and

Xuanzang’s thought.

— 216 —



