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(1) We might then formulate a rough general principle which participants
will be expected (ceteris paribus) to observe, namely: Make your conver-
sational contribution such as is required, at the stage at which it occurs, by
the accepted purpose or direction of the talk exchange in which you are
engaged. One might label this the Cooperative Principle (CP).

Grice (1991: 307)

Grice IZ, 5o [WHFOKFE] = I&] ['E] BIR) THRE] L0 4
SOREICABETE B34 (maxim) ICRESE TV S, KETELES 2B
()« FIRUE « Beskik (e 50) EEBEMICERL TL 200 TROAH ]
THHID, CORORBIZOVWTHIDLFLLATABILIZT B,

(2) 1. Make your contribution as informative as is required (for the
current purposes of the exchange).

2. Do not make your contribution more informative than is required.

Grice (1991: 308)
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(3) HifR1: HAEEZTILWOEFHARO LR TERL (BHEZKATIZL
FE)
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fam: el TERL
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TP, B9 5255 & 132 BRO 2 WIFHRE & i3, BABREOWE I
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B0 25 3H B, ROPITRAGFEIZ, KBREE IS L, GHE & 35
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ELDOPDESRTEEZ O o o o [HOTTHEEVIMEEF, EDkHI
FE ] & RARBATHRT ERBICE Wi, ILREHAEOSHETH D
BlEMNAFRQ TV S, RARMBZ OHOETAH SISV I8 - 1,

(FIRGERER: FlLSAn <)

XA B, G & FIEBIROANET T, L bXhIc s - TEWHOD
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ZNV L OIS MW L, SE2hlr S8 5720, &9 1 2icids /N
TRENFERLIcE D [TIEER2EHHR | EVIHBEERRA S0, H
HHOMEEIR R LIcEEA OGNS, DF D, BEAEA ST EITE > T, B
Pafs- 1o HEE L 15 - TV B,

FHEhR I bk 8 fifHN d 205, COBHAE BT ED X S FEET
bEVE EME AR S LW IRTREBY, BT EETMHT DI, (Erii
) A ERESBVIELA, BIESPETETRLEIRBICAS L VEEL
Hi L, BEBEI NS, NIFEIUHERPEON B2 51, T BED 0LE
TR OOV EERS, >F DEE L REFIEV I RO
Bz oftaic L - THRES N B,

(5) (a) Other things being equal, the greater the cognitive effect achieved
by the processing of a given piece of information, the greater its
relevance for the individual who processes it.

(b) Other things being equal, the greater the effort involved in the
processing of a given piece of information, the smaller its relevance
for the individual who processes it.

Sperber & Wilson (1991: 544)

ANFTE BT EOIR LR IHREALEIRITNETLS T L LIFITA
NEHEFTHEDBDOTH 5, 2F 0 AMOFBEN. MHF & U TREEM: % K
KT 2L ICHRENTVWBEDTH B, Sperber & Wilson (T DEITHWT,
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IR E L TIRO L D ICEEL TV 5,

(6) Human cognition tends to be geared to the maximisation of rele-

vance.

ferZ L BEOREOY T, IR EFNOMEIC BT, Tk 03175 Fah

ML BEREESRALE L o TVWB LD T ERBELEV, TF 7y b
ﬁé%ﬂw—wﬁ&@ﬁﬂuib\EMKM;&#EAm@ot@\%E%ﬁ
-0 TEH5EBEBLOIETEEBY, FEFEEHRVREDOHA
BEE» S, TXNTIEFEST, REEAMA LB EEH 5, > DIFHRE L
;i?ﬁ&é@a&@b@ﬂé(ﬁm)®%%ﬂ%5036“@A@ﬁﬁ@%
T, S FFTEVLLIENS FLEA SNV ED, HTFOT 21EH#%E
FRECHABNIB OV E VWS 2T EME D, T3 a=r—va ViTBOTHE, 1§
AN L bRAOMEN 21> TWE EFEABVWDTH B, = I T Sper-
ber & Wilson (3, Sk KOOV ITHE E VD T EIFEF O, TABITORES
WHITAILDVT, RO K ITILEFBEERL TV 5,

(7) Every act of ostensive communication communicates a presumption
of its own optimal relevance.
Sperber & Wilson (1995: 260)

(8) Presumption of optimal relevance
(a) The ostensive stimulus is relevant enough for it to be worth the
addressee’s effort to process it.
(b) The ostensive stimulus is the most relevant one compatible with
the communicator’s abilities and preferences.
Sperber & Wilson (1995:270)

Feha T 5LV D T TN BRI RE S BEE AR T &2 YR T B
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TATHY, TRITXDHTFOM b B 7s BlE: 2 & L, FEERO D0
B ETHDTH %,

2 R &)

TRERITIE 2 DD EEMNDH B & Leech (1983: 141) FiRXTW3B, % b,
FIEEL LY SNBVRVGELTRES BV EVIRECRESNE THOE
BE, KRS L GO BRBIALICH 25 L0 RILOEE L WK
TEERANBREIFOEVWI L TH D, CIThHEE DM 2 AL EOHE
WIT > TV A LZEEDOHITHIO A INb - 158 THH E VS,

(9) The newcomer may feel it rude to interrupt the conversation, but the
participants may feel it rude not to give the newcomer a chance to join in.
The result may be an uncomfortable hiatus in the conversation.

Leech (1983: 141)

DX D ITHWr A U Rpic i3, BRZBET 5 7o, LEM7SEEEC . 1HE
OV VEEEAR BT CENZVE I TH LD, bLAANBOERICH, X
flick > T2 DDEIEFTTL 57259, BAIF Chaika (1989) i, Hh £< 3
TANVHANLCHIALY LT v~—7 ANRIBOFHART 55T, BaAF4
FN TR, EEEALER->TOETA VS Y FAORICET 26 515 T
%o

Levinson (1983) 3% 24f% L W (preferred) D E4FF L < 750 (dis-
preferred) D EIT/HF. (KEH BLH FFoi e LTEL 53 B
) AIFEFLLBOVIRETHBIEEHEC > T0E T EDIHILE LTV 5,

(10) C:. .. I wondered if you could phone the vicar so that we could we
could ((in-break)) do the final on Saturday (0.8) morning o :r () after-

noon or
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(3.0)

R: Yeah you see I'll phone him up and see if there’s any time free
(2.0)

C: Yeah

R: Uh they're normally booked Saturdays but I don’t- it might not be

Here over the course of C’s first turn there are a number of slots
provided where R could have performed the preferred compliance with C’s
request (these include the prolonged in-breath, the eight-tenths of a
second pause, the lengthened o :r and its following short pause , and of
course the long three-second silence after the turn). Given that preferred
actins are properly done without delay, the fact that R’s compliance is
systematically delayed indicates that significant problems are coming up.

Levinson (1983: 337)

HAGEICBOLTH, BLEWZ5E. 250 WD cwia. BARFAERS
ENPRIENEDODNDE Z L3I HBETH D, FLHEREDR LN
Tl BREZETOIEESHOONE T Ebd b, BRVRKWIZTTRL
WEIE T v 7 7 R MiCk » THEA IRERZ R T AJREEZ MO TV 5, HARFE
s IEBR . BRSBTSV, b » EHER VL% T U mEEX D
WIS » TV (EEERPEINTLE-TW5) Al s &
D, R IIa=r—va v ERERTVWEDEH A5, I LA
SR « FIEMICEH S h 3 08, /NRRO&FEICB 1T 3R TH B,

HBRAERST DI, INHTIE—RIT [ o o o0 o o ] & [— Lo 1d
ENfEbN B, HEo&E L (1984: 141-148) 3. [XERETIITYIZCDHHE]
B2 9 H) »oEEEIXUOFSE o « « O [ 1@ 1@
[ ] EE—F) O5RIBEL TV EEZTLL TS, RIFHE—EE (1975
150-156) 3. o ~ = [ J @ D 2 | —— oo
DBREAREF TV, ek s & ARRBCE L THERS T 2XEID T
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FOHERBENOEAG, EX—BEHO—HE L THE-1LEVITETH
%o fEDICHIEIAOER EOXE T, Choofd5E LIFLIEEAH L TL
5,

RBRICEEZ R, /NRIciE B A2 R TS AHV O N A DI, #E DR
oHICHIN 5 HAFEN IR SFihicE LG T Ltk - T fEmtos
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pardon?, (It) Doesn’t matter. , (I'll) See you later’ 7& & D& H Y7L BHEBETE
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BOGE BT ERELEATBO. G LAT OGP E6DTHEEFZ 5,
fEA (1995:44) 3, [TEBR BT FiL 5 & LTEOFAELEFRL TV
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IKFRL TV S,

(11) BRI EEP) S AEEHGARMAE ORI X M BE¥aTh b, LnLl, £
DERAEES fo DIk 4 15 XXRE O H TR, #EE S hicERiitomatis s
ZEANE, HEFOLENBTNCEPEDREVEDNH 5,

fEA (1995: 44)

CCTCRIEE 5 B, BTSNz Grice DBROAETH %, Grice 1T
N, HHRIE, BETH > THEARARBELTOTHEWTEL, L, EOAED
I C A& 20 Ty CP O AT 3 W TRt A ATRE/SER TR IS L,
ZOHFIE, Grice HHICE > TITONTWVWS, AIZB ERKHEZ 75 v 2Tl
CTFETHD, TENEFCIREVIZVE ARBBEZTVDEEND T EF B
TIRLTWAE W - ok, (12) 2FL1c & T 5,
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(12) A: Where does C live?
B: Somewhere in the South of France.
Grice (1991: 311)
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LcBBRICHE S 5 TR SV EWLS T &E, FEBRICHEENS 2 5D
B &G0,

BB T, MR I RE L B BIGEA. ThEH->~TRO B EEVE)
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BADIRL - 1 EME S L. B TETUNCT LD THAH,
fthoRBEITlE HATLE S K5 R %E CORBEBEHF->T0 507,
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5EREDHRELTHorbR TV, b BIEUEEZRIRE L, £
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%1% (1992a: 258-9)

BEOEIZHN., JIRECBEEZBA T, [KO I EFZ25%E L THAE



[EE -t -2 H15

RBGEWDLIILIIV, 257105 &, FU Grice DED AT 58X 34
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% 2 /A ‘Do not make your contribution more informative than is re-
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WTEELTAL D,
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Silence, Accumulation, and Aporia:
A Relevance Perspective

Okada Toshihiro

In this paper I reject the idea that figures of speech such as aposiopesis
or silence, accumulation, and aporia are departures from the norm or
breaches of a rule or maxim of communication. I believe, on the contrary,
that they are part of our ordinary and natural language use, which need no
special treatment. It is assumed that the utterance interpretation including
the comprehension of tropes depends upon the principle of relevance, and
the hearer/reader’s task is only to find an interpretation which is consistent
with the principle of relevance, one which has enough cognitive effects to
be worth the hearer/reader’s attention without putting him to any gratui-
tous effort to obtain them. Figures of speech are not an exception. In most
cases silence does not have an explicature and its interpretation mainly
depends upon the recovery of implicatures. Accumulation is a figure to
accumulate or repeat the similar expressions excessively, which causes an
increase in processing efforts. These extra efforts, however, are outweighed
by an increase in cognitive effects achieved through the recovery of the
explicature, which may then encourage the reader to extend the context
and thereby add implicatures. Aporia is interpreted in the same way. What
is common to all these cases is that the interpretation process requires some
effort, but this extra effort is outweighed by a gain in cognitive effects.
Thus, the interpretation chosen by the reader is the one which is consistent

with the principle of relevance.
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